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Loops and Recursion
This assignment uses all the control structures that we have learned so far: loops, if
statements, and recursion. Don't be upset if you don't think you know how to write
the methods I've done as examples; you will have much practice to do before you are really comfortable
using these three things together. Do, however, try your best to read and understand how each of these
methods work.

The basic idea of this assignment is that we are breaking down a problem into simpler problems, as before,
but at each stage, the number of problems it is broken down into is different. So, we perform some sort of
loop, often selecting out what values in that loop we need to recur with.

public static String primeFactorization(int n) {
   int factor = (int)(Math.sqrt(n) + .5);
   // Start with the biggest factors so that we break n into roughly
   // equal chunks rather than chipping away from the edges.
   while(factor >= 2) {
      if(n % factor == 0) {
         return primeFactorization(n / factor) + "*" +
                primeFactorization(factor);
      }
   }
   // Adding an int to a string forces it to become a string
   return n + "";
}

In the example above, I want to print out all the prime factors of a number. I know that if I split the number
into two factors, then keep splitting those factors until I find ones that are prime, I will get the prime
factorization (For example, 24 = 4 * 6 = (2 * 2) * (2 * 3)). So, I perform my usual while...if search
and return as soon as I find one such pair of factors, returning the prime factorization of the two factors.

. 1 Would the above code still have worked if I had looped factor from 2 up to Math.sqrt(n),
instead of the other way around?

. 2 Of the following situations, which could be done with loops, which would have to involve recursion,
and which would probably need both?

In order to test a path in a maze, I walk until I get to a fork; then, I try each path
in turn. If they are all dead ends, so is this path; I return to the fork I started at.

A particular species of tree comes out of the ground as a single stem. Every two
feet, each stem either splits, or ends. I want to count the ends of the tree.

In order to go through my junk mail, I keep picking up a letter, opening it, and
feeding the papers inside to a shredder.



. 3 Suppose that you want to write a method to calculate 2n for any non-negative integer n. Write both an
iterative (looping) and a recursive version of this method in the space below.

Iterative: 
public int pow(int n) {
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
}

   Recursive: 
public int pow(int n) {
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
}

If you had to change your method so that it would handle negative integers as well, which would be easier
to change, the recursive or the iterative one? Why?

. 4 The method calculates a familiar mathematical "thing". Figure out what that thing is.

public int thing(int n) {
   if(n == 0) {
      return 0;
   } else {
      return thing(n - 1) + 2 * n - 1;
   }
}

. 5 Below, write a method that will do the same thing, but to one higher degree.
Challenge: Make your method call thing() as part of doing its job.


